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OUR MISSION AND PROGRAM
CSFB is Baltimore’s need-based, non-denominational program providing low-income 
Baltimore City families with tuition assistance for their children to attend K - 8th grade 
at the school of their choice.

Dear Friends of CSFB,
This past year has proved that small changes can make a big 
difference. I am inspired by our donors, partners, scholars, and 
families, who have once again risen to exceed our expectations. 
Their support has been instrumental in allowing us to fulfi ll our 
unwavering commitment to lead positive change that helps to stop 
the cycle of poverty and strengthen Baltimore City communities.

The 2023-24 school year was a monumental and historic year for CSFB. In our 
26th year, we made the impactful decision to raise the individual scholarship cap 
amount from $2,000 to $2,500, a 25% increase! Our steadfast commitment to our 
mission and families fueled our decision for the cap increase.

Amid this signifi cant change, our donors displayed an overwhelming outpouring of 
support to meet the needs of young students in Baltimore City. The extraordinary 
generosity of our donors, which directly translates into meeting the needs of the 
most vulnerable communities with regard to educational disparities and barriers, is 
a testament to their integral role in our success.

Another exciting addition this year was our end-of-year celebration, a moment 
of pride and joy as we recognized our outstanding 8th grade graduates. Their 
achievements confi rm the impact of our collective efforts and our donors’ 
support. Celebrating our scholars and families fi lled us with hope, and we plan 
to hold the event annually. 

Our dedication to school choice remains constant. Once again, we were able 
to provide support to 275 low-income scholars! One of our most signifi cant 
outcomes remains steadfast, with 98.6% of our scholars consistently 
graduating high school.

I invite you to learn more about our commitment to education as we reimagine 
a more equitable Baltimore and our stewardship of charitable funds through the 
stories featured in this year’s annual report.

Our scholars are the future. And we’re glad to have you as a part of it.

Sincerely,

Erica Jensen, Executive Director 
Children’s Scholarship Fund Baltimore

“An investment in people is an investment worth 
making. Showing support for local Baltimore families 
by helping them secure a school choice option for 

their children is a cause that I believe in. This is why 
I wholeheartedly support CSFB and the work that 

they do within the Baltimore community.” 
- Carl Schwartz, CSFB Board Member



The breakdown of demographics of our CSFB scholars is  
59% African American, 38% Caucasian, 
2% Hispanic and 1% Asian American

CSFB provided 

tuition 

assistance to 

275 scholars 

CSFB scholars 

attended  

105 schools 

9,034 
students 
have received 
scholarships 
from CSFB 
over the past 
26 years

97.9%  
of CSFB eighth 
graders 
go on to graduate  
from high school 

of our students come from single- 
parent households where the  

head of household is often a female75% 

percent of CSFB graduates attend 
one of Baltimore City’s top five public,  
charter or magnet high schools95

nine
different 
categories  
of school affiliation
Catholic, Jewish, Christian 

(no specific denomination), 

Baptist, Lutheran, Seventh- 

Day Adventist, Protestant, 

Islamic, Non-denominational 

$16,881,255 

in tuition assistance has been paid directly 
to Baltimore schools in CSFB’s 26 year history

$4,595
average yearly  
dollar amount  
contributed by 
a CSFB family



It was an especially exciting year for Children’s Scholarship 
Fund Baltimore.

Recognizing the challenges posed by the increasing cost of living, the Board of 
Trustees made a truly impactful decision to enhance support for our families by 
raising the individual scholarship cap from $2,000 to  $2,500! So, with backpacks 
ready, CSFB scholars eagerly set off at the start of the 
school year, fueled by a sense of anticipation and the 
promise and security that comes with increased 
fi nancial aid.

For over 26 years, the Children’s Scholarship Fund 
Baltimore has been a vital resource for our community, 
providing the only strictly need-based scholarship 
program in the city. This initiative 
enables low-income Baltimore City 
students to attend the school of 
their choice, from the fi rst steps of 
kindergarten through the pivotal 8th

grade year. We award our scholarships 
without regard to gender, race, grades 
or test scores, ethnicity or religious 
belief; and there’s nothing more rewarding than seeing our scholars thrive! 

What happens when you offer school choice to students who need more academic 
options? They grow! 

YEAR IN REVIEW CSFB has been investing in Baltimore students 
since 1998.

Baltimore’s 14th annual Next Generation Investing Event was held on 
November 15, 2023 at the World Trade Center Baltimore with many 
CSFB Board Members and supporters in attendance.  

This annual event is near and dear to our hearts. Not only is 
our fundraising chair, Dan Verbic, on the board of the event 
but it was also co-founded by Christy and Matt Wyskiel. Matt 
dedicated over 16 years to our board in various roles – including chair, treasurer, 
and volunteer interim Executive Director for several months. Since Matt and 
Christy launched the event in 2009, it has been a remarkable success, raising 
over $1.7 million to support four local organizations dedicated to providing 
educational resources for Baltimore’s children, including the Children’s 
Scholarship Fund Baltimore.

Matt and Christy emphasize, “Regardless of zip code, children in Baltimore 
should have access to an excellent education. Data shows that granting leaders 
autonomy – such as through charter schools – reinforcing parent and child 
choice and placing outstanding talent in the classroom all contribute to better 
outcomes for children. Our long-term goal is to raise awareness and funds for 
initiatives that meaningfully change children’s lives in Baltimore. We are 
delighted by the ongoing interest and momentum surrounding this event
 after more than a decade.”

Last year, CSFB received $40,000, and two of our outstanding scholars and 
families were able to proudly share their CSFB success stories with attendees.

INVESTING IN OUR SCHOLARS

NEXTGEN INVESTING EVENT: GOLD STAR 

FOR CONSISTENCY

“The Children’s Scholarship Fund Baltimore has allowed me to send 
my son to private school from kindergarten through fourth grade...
He gets all A’s and B’s... As a parent who also has to pay for 
before and aftercare, this scholarship helps tremendously. Thank 
you again for supporting my son’s education.”
- Proud CSFB Parent

“With this award my daughter is able to 

attend St Agnes School. I value her education, 

and I have witnessed first hand how she has 

thrived in this environment...On behalf of the 

both of us, thank you so much!”  

- Proud CSFB Parent

“We are incredibly grateful for your investment in the scholars 

of tomorrow - you are truly making a difference in young lives. 

You have our family’s heartfelt gratitude for everything you’ve 

done to foster our children’s education. Your generosity will 

stay with us well beyond their school years.”

- The Novice Family

2023  2023  
20242024



When we reach out, our donors respond. 

Our end-of-calendar-year letter writing campaign, along with 2023’s Giving 
Tuesday campaign, garnered more than $70,000 in donations for CSFB!  Big and 
small donations alike helped us reach our goal. 

Our donors, indeed, get an A+ in participation.

Why are they so committed to our effort? Because they know Children’s 
Scholarship Fund Baltimore and the school choice options it offers, works! 

CSFB scholarship recipients have been highly successful in their post elementary-
school educational achievements. High school graduation rates – five years after 
8th grade – are at 98.6%.

Many CSFB students attend college. The four year college graduation rate for our 
scholars is 84% and 12% have attained advanced degrees.

CSFB scholarships demonstrate that even a relatively small philanthropic 
investment, combined with a contribution from the family, can provide an excellent 
education at the school of their choice, and a better chance of graduating from 
high school and attending college.

FUNDRAISING SUCCESS: OUR DONORS

CSFB supporters understood the assignment!  

We were blown away by the continued support of our CSFB donors during our 
end-of-fi scal-year fundraising campaign this past June. In another “fi rst” this 
past year, our It’s A Match! campaign surpassed our $10,000 goal to raise 
a total of $18,025, enough to provide scholarship assistance to seven 
students for the 2024-2025 school year! 

IT’S A MATCH! END-OF-FISCAL-YEAR CAMPAIGN

SIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER

Are you signed up to get our monthly newsletter? It’s a 
great way to stay informed about our school choice 
mission, success stories, blog posts, fun facts and more! 
Scan the QR code to sign up.

FACEBOOK

LINKEDIN

INSTAGRAM

PENCILS DOWN. SMARTPHONES UP!  

Follow CSFB on social media to help us spread the word about our school choice 
mission, raise funds, and share the success stories of our amazing scholars. 
Invite your friends and family to like and follow our pages and share our posts on 
Facebook, LinkedIn, and Instagram. Thank you!



FINANCIALS
JULY 2023 - JUNE 2024 

EXPENSES  $ 893,573

Operating Costs $ 318,074
Scholarships $ 575,499

INCOME  $ 673,756

Children’s Scholarship Fund New York $ 75,000
Grants $ 468,754
Individual Gifts $ 90,002
Events $ 40,000

In June, CSFB was thrilled to host our fi rst annual graduation party for 
graduating eighth graders and their families!

It was great to hear from these exceptional scholars about their future plans 
and budding career aspirations. We wish them lots of luck in all of their future 
endeavors! 

GOLD STARS WARRANT A CELEBRATION! 

Taylor, 2024 
CSFB graduate 
of Mother Mary 
Lange, plans to 
study nursing 
at Coppin State 
University in 
Baltimore after 
graduating from 
Cristo Rey Jesuit 
High School.

CSFB 2024 8th grade graduate Taylor with her 
family; little brother Dash is currently attending 
Mother Mary Lange Catholic School. 

2024 8th grade 
graduate of Mt. Zion 
Christian School, 
Maximus wants to 
pursue engineering.

CSFB Board Chair Elizabeth 
Green, Alumni Development 
Chair Sophia Marquez, 
Advisory Board Member Matt 
Wyskiel, and Board Member 
Meg Lawrence enjoying the 
party.

An eighth grader at Pikesville Middle School, Blake is 
considering a career in science.



DONOR LIST
CSFB would like to thank our donors for helping give our kids a chance.

$50,000 – $100,000
Children’s Scholarship Fund, Inc.
Clayton Baker Trust
The Davis Family Foundation
Lockhart Vaughan Foundation Inc. 
Thomas Wilson Sanitarium for the 
    Children of Baltimore City

$20,000 – $49,000
A Friend of Children’s Scholarship 
    Fund Baltimore 
Allegis Group Foundation
Baltimore Next Generation Investing Event
Stephen & Renee Bisciotti Foundation
The Charles Crane Family Foundation
Vanguard Charitable

$10,000 – $19,999
A Friend of Children’s Scholarship 
    Fund Baltimore 
Aegon Transamerica Foundation
The Bunting Family Foundation
John (Wes) Guckert
Huether-McClelland Foundation, Inc.

$5,000 – $9,999
The Abell Foundation  
Barry Bilson 
The Ann & Frank Cahouet Foundation   
Rick Corcoran Jr.
Robb and Meg Lawrence
Brad and Crickett Woloson 

$2,000 – $4,999
A Friend of Children’s Scholarship 
    Fund Baltimore
Clifford M. and Heather K. Athey
Dr. Howard Baetjer Jr.
BEEEM Fund of Baltimore 
    Community Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. James W. Brinkley
DLA Piper LLP
Ellin & Tucker
Mark and Aimee Fulchino
Sheldon and Carol Glusman Foundation 
Steven and Judith Haines
Stanley Kraska
Earl and Darielle Linehan

Jake and Jennifer Martin
Otterbein-Calia Giving Account
John and Susan Powell
The Larry Puglia Family Charitable Gift Fund
Rob and Pam Sharps
Dan and Krissie Verbic
Stephen Williams
The Matthew & Christina Wyskiel Family 
    Charitable Gift Fund

$500 – $1,999
A Friend of Children’s Scholarship 
    Fund Baltimore
Anonymous 
The Preston G. and Nancy M. Athey Fund  

in honor of Margaret A. Lawrence
The Berrier Family Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Bonsal
Renee Guckert Carter 
Carville and Mary Lou Collins 
John Egger
Farley-Marlow Charitable Gift Fund
The Doug & Jody Greenstein Charitable 
    Gift Fund
The Kelly M. and Craig S. Horner 
    Faithful Giving Fund 
Anne Baetjer Jenkins
Ernie and Donna Kovacs
George W. Liebmann
Ira D. Measell
Anne R. Mickle
Ann Pierce and Renato Skerlj
Ralph Smith 
Kwame Webb
James and Jane Webster 

$100 – $499
Michelle Adkins 
Anonymous
Dr. and Mrs. Steve Bannon
Matthew and Deborah Baum
Bob and June Blaszkiewicz
Louis and Deborah Cohen
John Colston
Costco
Michael and Mary Davis

in honor of Susan Austin Baetjer 
The Delaplaine and Wilson Fund
Bruce Fleming

Henry and Debbie Franklin 
Erik Ginsberg and Lisa Hardiman
Valerie Grays 
Mr. Lawrence F. Haislip and 
    Mrs. Carol Campbell 
Scott and Beth Harbinson
Scott and Deborah Heacock
The Maggie and Bruce Kennedy Fund 
Stacy Landsman
Stan and Laurie Miller
National Philanthropic Trust
Paypal Giving Fund
Bruce Portell
David and Kate Powell
John M. Prugh 
Dr. & Mrs. Kevin Schnupp

$99 AND UNDER
Anonymous
Tia Bunch
Anthony Chiaramonte III
Stanley and Renee Fishkind
Erica Jensen
Andrea Kagey
Ester Tirza Kaines
Rabbi Daniel and Ruchoma Skurnik

CSFB is grateful for every donation we 
receive from individuals, organizations, and 
businesses. If your name is missing, please 
contact ericajensen@csfbaltimore.org.

DONATE TODAY

Al Rahmah School
Archbishop Borders School
Bais Yaakov School
Baltimore Junior Academy
Bnos Yisroel of Baltimore
Cardinal Shehan 
    Catholic School
Cathedral Christian Academy
Chapelgate Christian Academy
Cheder Chabad School
Concordia Preparatory School
Darchei Noam Montessori
Friends School of Baltimore
Greater Grace 
    Christian Academy
Greater Youth Christian School
H.O.P.E. Academy
Immaculate Conception
McDonogh School
Mother Mary Lange 
    Catholic School
Mount Pleasant Christian School
Mt. Zion Baptist School
Nigri Jewish School
Ohr Chadash Academy
Pilgrim Christian Day School
Rock Church Academy
Rosedale Baptist School
School of Cathedral
St. Casimir Catholic School
St. Francis of Assisi
St. Joseph School (Fullerton)
St. Mark Catholic School
St. Michael & St. Clement 
    Catholic School
St. Peter’s Christian Day School
St. Ursula School
Talmudical Academy
Tashbar Baltimore
The Lamb of God
The Legacy School Inc.
The Odyssey School
The Unselds’ School
The Waldorf School of Baltimore
Torah Institute of Baltimore
Yeshivas Toras Simcha

CSFB SCHOOLS



 
P.O. Box 5282  •  Baltimore, MD 21224
tel  410.243.2510
www.csfbaltimore.org 

Erica Jensen    EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Joanne Sanders    PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR

CSFB STAFF

CSFB BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2023 - 2024
ELIZABETH GREEN, ESQ.  BOARD CHAIR

Breza and Associates, LLC

Carville Collins, Esq.   GOVERNANCE CHAIR

Saul Ewing LLP

Rick Corcoran, Jr.   TREASURER

Slate Capital Group

Sophia Marquez   ALUMNI DEVELOPMENT CHAIR

The Balcerzak Group

Angelo Otterbein   SECRETARY 
Finalsite

Daniel C. Verbic   FUNDRAISING CHAIR

Stifel

Tracy Bacigalupo, Esq.
Womble, Bond, Dickinson 

Kara Bowman
University of Maryland Medical System

Gaby Calderon
Johns Hopkins School of Education

Valerie Grays
Baltimore City Community College

Renee C. Guckert, Esq.
Renee Guckert Law 

Stacy Landsman
Miller Value Partners

Meg Lawrence
Roland Park Country School 

Elizabeth Della Massing
Agora Publishing

Anne Mickle 
St. Paul’s School for Girls

Carl Schwartz 
Pimlico Capital

Mark Terranova
Terranova Advising


