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OUR MISSION
CSFB’s mission is to improve educational opportunities for children of 
low-income Baltimore City families by providing need based partial 
scholarships without regard to race, ethnicity, or religious belief.

DEAR FRIENDS OF CSFB,
There is a quiet strength in being a constant. As we navigate an 
increasingly complex economic and social landscape, families in 
Baltimore need a foundation of support that stands fi rm. Looking back 
on the 2024-25 school year, I am proud that CSFB remained exactly 
that: a predictable, reliable partner for the families we serve.

Since 1998, we have funded over $15.8 million in scholarships in Baltimore 
City. This isn’t just a number; it represents nearly three decades of being 
a stable presence for parents who want the best for their children. This 
past year, that consistency allowed us to serve 272 scholars, ensuring 
they had the educational equity required to focus on their futures rather 
than their finances.

Our community’s resolve was clear last November at the 15th annual – 
and final – Next Generation Investing Event at the World Trade Center 
in Baltimore. This event, born from the vision of co-founders Matt 
and Christy Wyskiel, has been a cornerstone of our efforts for over a 
decade. We are grateful to our Fundraising Chair, Dan Verbic, for his 
years of service on the event’s board. While this amazing annual event 
has come to a close, its impact will endure through the generations of 
Baltimore families it helped support.

This tradition of local support ensures that our primary objective of 
providing K - 8 scholarships to low-income students in Baltimore City 
remains the priority.

Our mission has always been straightforward and focused: we provide 
financial support for parents to choose the school best for their child, 
and bridge the gap between a family’s income and their child’s 
potential. We continue to see the value of this direct approach in the 
success of our scholars, who, like CSFB, always show up regardless of 
the challenges they face.

I invite you to review this report to see where some of our graduates 
are now. As you read their stories, please consider how you can help us 
maintain this momentum – whether by sharing our mission, introducing 
us to new partners, or renewing your own commitment.

Our scholars are the future of this city. Your support is the anchor that 
allows them to thrive. We are deeply grateful that you stand with us.

Sincerely,

Erica Jensen, Executive Director 
Children’s Scholarship Fund Baltimore

“I never even thought about school choice until I had my 

own children. As a young single mother facing decisions 

about education much earlier than I ever anticipated, I 

knew I would sacrifice every material belonging I had to 

make this education a possibility for my son. I believe every 

family should have the same choice and that’s exactly 

what CSFB does.” 

— Sophia Marquez, CSFB Board Member

Erica Jensen, Executive Director 



“Thank you so much CSF Baltimore. 

We couldn’t have gotten this far without 

you. This scholarship has been a 

tremendous blessing for the last eight 

years. Thank you.” 

— Kereva Y., parent of Lailah, Class of 2025 St. Mark’s 
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BY THE NUMBERS

“Tristian will be graduating from eighth 

grade at Baltimore Junior Academy 

and attending Bard High School where 

he will also receive an A.A. Degree in 

four years. We’re excited. Thanks.” 

— Mother of CSFB scholar Tristian T.
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This year CSFB maintained a steady commitment to our mission 
as families across Baltimore City continued to seek opportunities 
to choose the schools best suited for their children’s potential. 
Thanks to your generosity, scholars stepped into the school 
year ready to take their first steps – walking through doors of 
possibility with a community cheering them forward.

Your support fueled our mission throughout the fiscal year, providing 
the stability families need to choose the best educational paths for 
their children. Our fundraising efforts began with Giving Tuesday 
2024, raising $11,550 and setting a strong foundation for the year 
ahead. The End-of-Year Appeal followed with remarkable generosity, 
contributing $74,532 to ensure our scholars entered 2025 with the 
support they deserve. This momentum carried into our spring You 
Fund the First Step campaign, which raised an additional $18,682 – 
directly empowering more Baltimore City families to take those first 
steps toward a brighter, more equitable educational future. 

We also closed an important chapter with the final Next Generation 
Investing Event, which awarded $134,000 to CSFB – an extraordinary 
capstone to 15 years of partnership, generosity, and life-changing 
impact for our students. 

For more than 25 years, Children’s Scholarship Fund Baltimore has 
been the city’s only need-based scholarship program dedicated to 
helping low-income families access K–8 schools that best support 
their children. We award scholarships without regard to gender, race, 
grades or test scores, ethnicity, or religious belief – because what 
matters most is a family’s desire to give their child a better path, and 
a community willing to help them take the first step.

As we reflect on the year, we celebrate the scholars who continue to 
rise and the supporters who walk beside them. Together, you funded 
the first step – and our students are proudly taking the next.

CELEBRATING 15 YEARS OF NEXT GENERATION INVESTING
For 15 years, the Baltimore Next Generation Investing 
Event has stood as a powerful example of what 
community vision and sustained generosity can 
achieve. Launched in 2009 and co-founded by Christy and Matt 
Wyskiel, the event has brought together respected equity portfolio 
managers and mission-driven supporters for an evening that blends 
insight, philanthropy, and shared purpose.

Across its remarkable run, the event has raised more than $1.7 million to 
strengthen educational opportunities for Baltimore’s children, including 
consistent and meaningful support for the Children’s Scholarship 
Fund Baltimore. CSFB received $134,000 from the November 2024 Next 
Generation Investing Event, funds that directly benefited students 
through partial K–8 scholarships during the 2024-2025 academic year.

The event’s impact is deeply rooted in its founders’ belief that every 
child in Baltimore deserves access to an excellent education — 
regardless of zip code. Their commitment, paired with the Board of 
Directors’ generosity in covering all administrative costs, ensured 
that every dollar raised went directly to the four organizations the 
event supports.

As this impactful event concludes its 15-year chapter, we celebrate 
its legacy with profound gratitude. CSFB, along with the families and 
scholars we serve, extends heartfelt thanks for the lasting difference 
this event and its supporters have made in Baltimore City.

DRAFTING THE BLUEPRINT: 

THIS YEAR’S IMPACT 

PHOTOS (left to right): CSFB Executive Director Erica Jensen 
speaks to a packed room; CSFB Program Administrator 
Joanne Sanders poses with 2024-2025 CSFB scholar recipient 
Dash A. and his mother Tara B. at the Next Generation 
Investing Event. Thanks to our donors, Dash is thriving 
as a student at Mother Mary Lange Catholic School; Next 
Generation Investing Event attendees Greg Cooper (left) 
and Paul Orson (center) pose with CSFB Fundraising Chair 
Daniel Verbic (right). 



FUNDRAISING SUCCESS: OUR DONORS
Your Commitment Builds Lasting Change. 

Our end-of-year letter campaign and Giving Tuesday 2024 raised 
more than $86,000 for CSFB – a $16,000 increase from the previous 
year! This support came in donations both large and small, working 
together to create enormous impact.

Our donors remain committed to our mission because it works. 
For more than 27 years, Children’s Scholarship Fund Baltimore has 
provided resources and support to Baltimore City families, awarding 
9,306 scholarships since 1998. Throughout that time, the results have 
been clear: CSFB scholarship recipients achieve remarkable success 
in their post-elementary educational journeys. High school graduation 
rates  – five years after 8th grade – remain at a consistent 98%, with 
95% of CSFB graduates attending one of Baltimore City’s top five public, 
charter, or magnet high schools.

But the impact doesn’t stop there. Beyond high school, many CSFB 
students pursue college education. The four-year college graduation 
rate for our scholars is 84%, and 12% have attained advanced degrees.

CSFB scholarships are the blueprint many families need to help their 
child succeed. Even a modest philanthropic investment, combined 
with each family’s contribution, can provide an excellent education at 
the school of their choice and significantly improve their chances of 
graduating from high school and attending college.

“YOU FUND THE FIRST STEP” END-OF-FISCAL-YEAR 
CAMPAIGN
Our Scholars Thrive With Donor Support! 

The response to our ‘You Fund the First Step’ campaign this past June 
was extraordinary. CSFB donors showed up in a powerful way, raising 
$18,682 – a 4% increase over the previous year. With our individual 
scholarship cap at $2,500, these funds provided the essential foundation 
for our 272 scholars to pursue academic excellence in the schools of 
their choice for 2024-2025. Your reliable support is the blueprint for their 
success, and these families are proof of what is possible when given the 
opportunity to thrive.

SIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER
Are you signed up to get our monthly newsletter? 
It’s a great way to stay informed about our school 
choice mission, success stories, blog posts, fun facts 
and more! Scan the QR code to sign up.

FACEBOOK

LINKEDIN

INSTAGRAM

HELP US SHARE THE BLUEPRINT FOR SUCCESS!   
Follow CSFB on social media to help us spread the word about our school 
choice mission, raise funds, and share the success stories of our amazing 
scholars. Invite your friends and family to like and follow our pages and 
share our posts on Facebook, LinkedIn, and Instagram. Thank you!



Your reliable support. Their enduring 
success. 

“I just wanted to say thank you CSF 
Baltimore for sponsoring my scholarship 
throughout middle school at Mother 
Mary Lange Catholic School. It has 
definitely been a good journey. With your 
help, I’m currently at Cristo Rey Jesuit High School. 
Thank you.”

— Taylor B., CSFB graduate, pictured right

“I know without this award my 
daughter would not be able 
to attend this amazing school. Dallas has thrived 
and each year I’ve noticed her confidence grow in 
ways that I could never imagine.” 

— Rodsha B., proud parent of CSFB scholar Dallas, pictured left

“Thanks to the incredible support and generosity 
of your organization, Kendyl is truly thriving in her 
school environment. She is excited to continue 
her education at St. Michael/St. Clement 
this fall.”

— Kia C., proud parent of 6th grader Kendyl, pictured right

MEET OUR SCHOLARS
FINANCIALS 
JULY 2024 - JUNE 2025 

REVENUE

Grants $ 490,000
Individual and Corporate $ 91,067
Events $ 134,000
Interest Income $ 38,722

EXPENSES  

Program Services $ 580,765
Operations $ 109,549
Management $ 65,997 
Fundraising $ 103,942 

PHOTOS (below left to right): CSFB alum Michael Bell graduating from 
Calvert Hall College High School; Michael is currently a student at 
Howard University where he is studying Sports Management/Journalism 
and playing football as a wide receiver. 

“I know without this award my 
daughter would not be able 
to attend this amazing school. Dallas has thrived 
and each year I’ve noticed her confidence grow in 

Dear Children’s Scholarship Fund Baltimore,

I am writing to express my heartfelt gratitude for the generous 
scholarship awards my children received for their education at Mother 
Mary Lange Catholic School. As a single mother, your support means 
more than words can truly express.

These scholarships have provided not only financial relief but also 
peace of mind in knowing that my children will continue to receive 
a quality education in a nurturing and faith-filled environment. Your 
generosity is helping pave the way for their academic and personal 
growth, and I am deeply thankful for the opportunities this support 
makes possible.

Please know that your investment in their education is making 
a lasting impact on our lives. I am committed to supporting 
my children as they work hard and thrive 
in their studies, and your contribution plays 
an important role in that journey.

Thank you once again for your kindness, 
generosity, and belief in the importance 
of education.

With sincere gratitude,
Tiera W. Treasure 

and 
Aaron



DONOR LIST

CSFB would like to thank our donors for believing in our scholars 
and giving them the chance to succeed..
$50,000+
Baltimore Next Generation Investing Event
Children’s Scholarship Fund
Clayton Baker Trust
The Davis Family Foundation
A Friend of Children’s Scholarship 
    Fund Baltimore
Lockhart Vaughan Foundation Inc.

$25,000 – $49,000
Anonymous
A Friend of Children’s Scholarship 
    Fund Baltimore 
Thomas Wilson Sanitarium Foundation

$10,000 – $24,999
A Friend of Children’s Scholarship 
    Fund Baltimore 
Huether-McClelland Foundation, Inc.
George Roche

$5,000 – $9,999
The Abell Foundation Inc.
Bilson Charity Fund
Eddie C. and C. Sylvia Brown 
    Family Foundation
Stephen and Judith Haines Account
Robb and Meg Lawrence
Venable Foundation
Stephen P.  Williams
Brad and Crickett Woloson

$2,500 – $4,999
The Heather K. and Clifford M. Athey Fund
Rick Corcoran, Jr.
Ellin & Tucker
Saul Ewing LLP
Mark and Aimee Fulchino
Sheldon and Carol Glusman Foundation
Stephen and Judith Haines 
Jenny and Robert Hopkins Fund
Kent Family Foundation Inc.
Stanley (Jay) Kraska
Jake and Jennifer Martin

$1,000 – $2,499
The Preston G. and Nancy M. Athey Fund  

in honor of Margaret A. Lawrence
Tracy Bacigalupo
Dr. Howard Baetjer, Jr.
Bradley BEEEM fund
The Berrier Family Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Frank A. Bonsal lll
Renee Guckert Carter
John Egger
Henry and Debbie Franklin
John (Wes) Guckert
Mr. and Mrs. F.B. Harvey III
Scott and Blair Iodice
Henry and Annie Jenkins
Ernest and Donna Kovacs
A Friend of Children’s Scholarship 
    Fund Baltimore
George W. Liebmann
Ira D. Measell
Anne R. Mickle & John Watt
The Larry Puglia Family 
    Charitable Gift Fund
Ralph Smith
The Matthew & Christina Wyskiel Family 
    Charitable Gift Fund
Dan and Krissie Verbic

$500 – $999
Baum Foundation
Carville and Mary Lou Collins
Paul Hastings LLP
The Kelly M. and Craig S. Horner 
    Faithful Giving Fund
Knollwood Advisory Firm, LLC.
Sean Rough
Bob and Terri Smith
James and Jane Webster

UP TO $499
Michelle Adkins
Rabbi Chaim Amster
Wendy Baird
Bob and June Blaszkiewicz

Kara Bowman
Gabriela Calderon
Patricia Case
John Colston
Michael S. and Mary C. Davis

in honor of Susan Austin Baetjer
Delaplaine Wilson Fund
Fleming Family Charitable Fund
Henry and Debbie Franklin
Valerie Grays
Daniel and Andrea S. Green
Janet Greenip
The Guckert Family Foundation

in honor of Rene Guckert   
Rabbi & Mrs. Moshe Hauer
Scott Heacock
The Kelly M. and Craig S. Horner 
    Faithful Giving Fund
Stanley A.  and Ranessa C. Labovitz
Stacy Landsman
Janice M. Lawrence
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Legg
George Rose and Judith Robertson
Dr. William and Pamela Schlott
Ralph Smith
Nancy Tenninson
Rabbi Larry Ziffer

CSFB is grateful for every donation 
we receive from individuals, 
organizations, and businesses. If your 
name is missing, please contact 
ericajensen@csfbaltimore.org.

DONATE TODAY

Archbishop Borders School
Bais Yaakov School for Girls
Baltimore Junior Academy
Bnos Yisroel of Baltimore
Cardinal Shehan School 
Cathedral Christian Academy
Cheder Chabad School
Concordia Preparatory School
Darchei Noam Montessori
Greater Grace 
    Christian Academy
Greater Youth Christian School
H.O.P.E. Academy
Immaculate Conception School
McDonogh School
Mother Mary Lange 
    Catholic School
Mount Pleasant Christian School
Mount Zion Baptist 
    Christian School
Ohr Chadash Academy
Pilgrim Christian Day School
Rock Church Academy
School of the Cathedral of 
    Mary Our Queen 
St. Agnes Catholic School
St. Casimir Catholic School
St. Francis of Assisi School
St. Joseph School - Fullerton 
St. Mark Catholic School
St. Michael - St. Clement 
    Catholic School 
St. Peter’s Christian Day School
St. Ursula School
Talmudical Academy 
    of Baltimore
The Greenmount School
The Legacy School 
The Odyssey School
The Unselds’ School
The Waldorf School of Baltimore
Torah Institute of Baltimore
Yeshivas Toras Simcha

CSFB SCHOOLS



P.O. Box 5282  •  Baltimore, MD 21224
tel  410.243.2510
www.csfbaltimore.org 

CSFB BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2024 - 2025

Elizabeth Green, Esq.  BOARD CHAIR
Breza and Associates, LLC

Carville Collins, Esq.   GOVERNANCE CHAIR
Saul Ewing LLP

Rick Corcoran, Jr.   TREASURER
Slate Capital Group

Sophia Marquez   EVENT CHAIR
The Balcerzak Group

Meg Lawrence   SECRETARY
The Bryn Mawr School for Girls

Daniel C. Verbic   FUNDRAISING CHAIR
Janney Montgomery Scott LLC

Tracy Bacigalupo, Esq.
Womble, Bond, Dickinson LLP 

Kara Bowman
University of Maryland Medical System

Gaby Calderon
Johns Hopkins School of Education

Valerie Grays
Baltimore City Community College

Renee C. Guckert, Esq.
Renee Guckert Law 
Stacy Landsman
Knollwood Investment Advisory

John Layug
Maller Wealth Advisors, Inc.

Anne Mickle
Gilman School

Erica Jensen    
Executive Director

Joanne Sanders
Program Administrator

CSFB STAFF




